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DETAILED ACTION 
Prosecution History Summary 
Claims 4, 8-10,13 and 27-29 have been cancelled. 

Claims 1-3,5-7,11-12,14-26 and 30-32 remain pending and are allowed for at least the reasons 
below. 


Terminal Disclaimer 

1. The terminal disclaimer filed on 21 February 2007 disclaiming the terminal portion of 
any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of any 
patent granted on Application Number 09/999079 or 09/999078 has been reviewed and is 
accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. Claims 1-3,5-7,11-12,14-26 and 30-32 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

3. The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: 

The closest prior art of record is Kalyan et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,826,538 Bl, Hartman et 
al., Pub. No. US2006/0224534 Al, Ouimet et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,308,162 Bl, and Phillips et 
al., Pub. No. US2002/0116348 Al. 

Kalyan et al. discloses a method and system directed to a value management pricing 
method. The system is beneficial in pricing, product design and product control. Value 
management may be used as a pricing solution that balances supply with demand. 
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Hartman et al. discloses a method and system that allows constraints having a higher 
priority than the data in the case that they are in conflict to override the data. 

Ouimet et al. discloses a method and system for controlled optimization of enterprise 
planning models. An effective objective function is optimized, yielding the set of decisions 
which optimize the primary objective function while at the same time satisfying the constraint 
that auxiliary objective achieve a target value. 

Further, Phillips et al. discloses a dynamic pricing system. The system provides the user 

* 

with prices that maximize profits within the desired sales volume levels. The system then 
compares the forecasted sales statistics with the actual sales statistics and notifies the users of 
any differences, such as actual sales volumes or prices that differ greatly from the forecasted 
values. 

As per claims 1 and 20, the closest prior art of record taken either individually or in 
combination with other prior art of record fails to teach or suggest a method or system 
comprising an input/output processor comprising: an at-large rules template, for specifying rules 
to govern determination of the optimum prices, said rules comprising: maximum allowable price 
swing for each of the products for sale; and maximum allowable swing for average price of each 
demand group within said plurality of demand groups. 

Claims 2-3, 5-7,11-12,14-19 depend from claim 1, and claims 21-26 and 30-32 depend 
from claim 20 and are therefore allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance.” 


Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fadey S. Jabr whose telephone number is (571) 272-1516. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. 7:30am to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on (571) 272-6708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Fadey S Jabr 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3628 

FSJ 
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Please address mail to be delivered by the United States Postal Service (USPS) as 


follows: 


Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 


or faxed to: 

(571) 273-1516 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled “PROPOSED” or “DRAFT”] 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window, Randolph Building, 401 
Dulaney Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 



